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CITY COMFORTS

T
he Penthouse Pafekuto is located in an upscale locality 
of Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh. The client owns the top 
two floors of a high rise apartment and the rights 
to use the terrace as private property. The architect 
helped  turn the two floors and the terrace into a 

home that channels the winds and is draped in lush greenery. 
The project stands out for the design that does not resort to bland 
opulence but has given an emphasis on livability of the abode. 

This project was commissioned beacuse the client’s family 
frequently travelled to the city and they wanted a comfortable 
place to stay during these visits. They were very collaborative 
with the architects throughout the process. The architects sought 
to create a design that transforms the generic layout into a 
functional and versatile living space within the limitations of it 
being part of a high rise apartment. The constraint was that the 
architects couldn’t change the plumbing and electrical services 
and had to work around the already defined structural system. 

CHANNELLING
THE WINDS
Text : Ridha Fathima / Photos: Vibhor Yadav, Conarch Architects
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In order to enhance the livability, certain 
interventions were strategically made. 
Each level has a significant amount of 
green space. Each room in the apartment 
would have a vista of lush vegetation 
even from the kitchen. Moreover, the 
two levels, pierced by the staircase, 
would have good air movement due to 
the wind direction and positioning of the 
staircase. There is no direct incident solar 
radiation on the glass facades; the heat 
gain is minimal, resulting in low cooling 
load requirement. These interventions 

ensures that the house would have 
passive cooling and the air conditioning 
need only be used for the extremely hot 
months.  There are two garden spaces on 
the two levels. The first floor garden has 
double height ceiling. This garden can 
be viewed from the garden on the next 
floor. The many landscaped open to air 
portions in the layout helps to establish 
a connection to nature most high rise 
apartments lack. This design helps to do 
so with the advantage of the beautiful 
view of living in the sky. 
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The staircase which is the connecting link between the
two floors is highlighted in azure blue

The private terrace space has been
designed to be an informal gathering area

The rustic furniture and greenery 
make sure the terrace is connected to the nature
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Ar. S K GOEL

CONARCH ARCHITECTS

Conarch is a Delhi based architectural 
design firm founded by Ar. Rakesh Dhar and 
Ar. S K Goel in 1988.  The duo decided to 
form a partnership firm after realising their 
likeminded vision while working as junior 
architects together in a firm after graduation. 
They have come a long way from their humble 
beginnings but retain their core principles in 
design to this day. They seek to design spaces 
that best reflect the client’s needs, aspirations, 
and identity. The firm constantly grows with 
their zeal to find better solutions in each 
design. Further, their non- hierarchical and 
collaborative office helps to harmonise ideas 
of the members to materialise well informed 
solutions.

The azure blue wall give a beautiful
contrast to the otherwise beige palette

The interiors are composed of a
beige palette in furnishing and white surfaces

The simplicity in material choices and
colours impart harmony to the interiors

Passive cooling methods employed by the 
designers ensure that air conditioning need only 

be done in the hottest months
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View of master bedroom
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The colour palette of the house is kept 
minimal. The white walls help to enhance 
the beauty of the furnishing and artworks. 
The staircase is used as an artistic element in 
the house. The staircase walls are painted a 
bright azure blue and the wooden stairs are 
cantilevered, which gives the impression 
that they are hovering in the air. Besides 
the staircase there are no overpowering 
colours in the palette. The creamy hues 
enhance the cosy, inviting ambience. 

Luxury residential projects always 
stand in threat of being an exercise in 
finding costly curios and encasing every 
surface in marble. Clients may have a one 
dimensional view of what luxury may 
stand for but when they hire an architect, 
he or she has a responsibility to streamline 
their aspirations into viable, well-grounded 
solutions. This project succeeds in this 
aspect. It creatively amalgamates luxury 
with livability, finding a common ground 
between the client’s aspirations and the 
designer’s vision. dd

Pastel colours make the 
bedroom cosy and inviting

View of master bedroom from the bathroom

Stone finished bathroom


